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UNIVERSITY. A PRIVATE, 
NOT-FOR-PROFIT, 
RESEARCH UNIVERSITY. 
With more than 28,000 students, NSU offers bachelor's, 
master's, and doctoral degree programs in areas including 
medicine, law, oceanography, pharmacy, business, nursing, 
education, optometry, psychology, dental medicine, and 
computer science. Students can study at our 300-acre 
main campus in Fort Lauderdale, and student educational 
centers in the Bahamas, Fort Myers, Jacksonville, Miami, 
Orlando, Palm Beach, and Tampa. 
NSU conducts research in areas like cancer therapies, 
coral reef preservation, autism diagnosis and treatment, 
and stem cell applications. NSU's Oceanographic Center 
received a $15-million stimulus grant to build the nation's 
only Center of Excellence for Coral Reef Ecosystems 
Research facility. 
NSU has 17 intercollegiate athletic teams, including the 
men's 2012 golf team that won it's first NCAA Division II 
National Championship while the women's golf team have 
won four National Championships in a row. 
NSU's health care centers provide medical, dental, 
and psychological care to thousands of South Florida 
residents. NSU brings cultural enrichment to the 
community through the Museum of Art I Fort Lauderdale; 
the Miniaci Performing Arts Center; public access to 
the Alvin Sherman Library, Research, and Information 
Technology Center; and academic programs in the 
performing and visual arts. 
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NSU 
NOVA SOUTHEASTERN UNIVERSITY 
www.nova.edu 
Nova Southeastern University admits students of any race, color, sexual 
orientation, and national or ethnic origin. Nova Southeastern University is 
accredited by the Commtssion on CoHeges of the Southern Association of 
Coneges and Schools (1866 Southern Lane, Decatur, Georgia 30033-4097, 
Telephone number: 404-679-4501) to award associate's, bachelor's, master's, 




In the pursuit of health" 
Florida Blue, Florida's Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
company, is a leader in Florida's health care industry. Our 
mission is to help people and communities achieve better 
health. Florida Blue has approximately 4 million health care 
members and covers 15.5 million people in 16 states 
through its affiliated companies. Florida Blue is a 
not-for-profit, policyholder-owned, tax-paying mutual 
company. Headquartered in Jacksonville, Florida, it is an 
independent licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield 
Association, an association of independent Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield companies. For more information, visit 
www.floridablue.com. 
4.5 Million 
Credit unions have been in 
Floridians who are 
d·t 
. Florida since 1934. The non-
ere 1 un10n . . 
b 
for-profit financial cooperatives 
mem ers "' d h I 
. 
d" "d I .__ _______ ....., were 1orme to e p m 1v1 ua s, 
families and groups gain access to credit that was 
limited or non-existent at times. Most credit unions 
offer modem services like online and mobile banking 
and traditionally have lower rates and fees. Virtually 
anyone can join a credit union. 
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George L. Hanbury, II, President/CEO 
Nova Southeastern University 
Matt Walsh, Chair 
Florida Press Association 
Susan Towler, Chair 
Leadership Florida 
THE NATIONAL ANTHEM 
Sasha Pimental 
NSU Farquhar College of Arts & Sciences 
EXPLANATION OF THE RULES 
Michael Williams, Moderator 
INTRODUCTION OF THE DEBATE PANELISTS 
7:00 p.m. 
Live Broadcast of 
Decision 2012: Before You Vote 
[t] 
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CONNIE MACK IV 
Congressman Connie Mack has had a 
distinguished career in public service fighting 
for Florida and the ideals of Freedom, Security 
and Prosperity. 
Connie has fought to cut spending and taxes, 
reduce the debt, and balance the budget. And he 
has fought against policies like TARP, the 
Stimulus, ObamaCare, and other liberal 
experiments that are jeopardizing 
our future by spending taxpayer dollars on 
programs Americans cannot afford and do not 
want. He is the original sponsor of the Mack 
Penny Plan (H.R. 1848) which cuts spending by one percent each year for six 
years, caps overall spending at 18 percent of GDP, balances the budget, and 
saves $7.5 trillion over ten years without raising taxes. 
Connie has been a champion for strengthening our national security, 
leveraging his position as the Chairman of Congress' Western Hemisphere 
Subcommittee to fight for the toughest border security with Mexico, and 
against the threat posed by Venezuela's Hugo Chavez and his alliances with 
Iran and other nations and terrorist organizations that threaten America and 
our allies. 
Connie was first elected to Congress from Southwest Florida in November 
2004. He previously served in the Florida House of Representatives from 2000 
to 2003. As a member of the Florida Legislature, he established himself as a 
champion for conservative values and was named Deputy Majority Leader in 
just his second term. 
He was previously a business executive with Fort Myers-based L TP 
Management before becoming an independent business and marketing 
consultant. 
A graduate of the University of Florida, he is the son of former U.S. Senator 
Connie Mack and well-known cancer prevention advocate Priscilla Mack. 
Connie is married to Congresswoman Mary Bono Mack and is the proud 
father of two children, Addison and Connie, and two stepchildren, Chesare and 
Chianna. A resident of Fort Myers, he enjoys spending time with his family, 
boating, fishing, skiing, camping, an occasional round of golf, and watching 









A fifth-generation Floridian, Bill Nelson has 
always been an unrelenting advocate for all 
Floridians. He's also become a respected voice in 
a political time when increasing incivility in the 
public square makes finding solutions all the more 
difficult. 
Bill first began serving Floridians as a state 
legislator, then congressman, then state Cabinet 
officer, and now as their senior United States 
senator. He firmly believes public service is a 
noble calling - which is why he's devoted his life 
to serving his community, his state and his 
country, including his six years in the U.S. Army and Army Reserve. But the 
defining event in Bill's life came in 1972. That's the year he married Grace 
Cavert Nelson ofJacksonville. The couple has raised two children. 
Another important event came in 1986 when as a congressman he flew aboard 
the Space Shuttle Columbia. Today he remains a leading congressional expert 
on the country's space program. Since being elected to the U.S. Senate in 
2000, Bill has, among other things: 
• Prevented oil companies from drilling in vital military training areas 
off of Florida's Gulf Coast; 
• Fought for restoring the Everglades; 
• Passed a law to send BP fines directly to the communities harmed by 
the Gulf oil spill; 
• Co-authored the blueprint to revitalize the nation's deep-space 
exploration program after the Space Shuttle's retirement; and, 
• Stopped the federal government from confiscating lower-cost 
prescription drugs from consumers who bought them from Canadian 
pharmacies. 
Now, he wants to keep fighting for Florida and for our country - fighting to 
create jobs and expand the middle class, fighting to get our country's financial 
house back in order, fighting to protect and preserve Social Security and 
Medicare and fighting to strengthen our national security. "For me," Bill says, 
"it's pretty simple: if you know what you're fighting for and you're willing to 
work hard at it, then there's isn't much you can't get done." 
THE CLAUDE PEPPER 
FOUNDATION, INC . 
HELPING SENIORS ENHANCE THEIR LIVES 
The Claude Pepper Foundation is proud 
to sponsor this debate. 
Preserving Democracy is always our first priority. 
The next President and Congress 11ill make decisions about the fhmre 
of Medicare and Social Security that will affect you and your family. 




Michael Williams is the chief political 
reporter for WPTV and anchors the 
news at 5:30 p.m., 6 p.m. and 11 p.m. at 
Florida's highest-rated television sta­
tion. Michael brings to the job a strong 
background in politics and government. 
He's covered the White House and Capi­
tol Hill as national correspondent for 
NBC stations across the country. As a 
reporter in South Florida in 2008, he 
scored one-on-one interviews with both 
presidential candidates, Barack Obama and John McCain. He is an eight-time 
Emmy award winner as well as a recipient of the prestigious duPont-Columbia 
Award for reporting he did in Haiti. Michael is a University of Florida gradu­
ate. He is married with three daughters. 
Immediately following the "Decision 2012: Before You Vote" 
televised debate between Florida's U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson and 
challenger, Congressman Connie Mack, there will be a first-ever 
post-debate analysis program, webcast statewide, in which 
representatives of both candidates,journalists, students, and political 
scientists will be offered an opportunity to share perspective about 
the most significant moments of the debate. Leadership Florida, the 
Florida Press Association, Nova Southeastern University, and 
Florida Blue all are collaborating in the statewide post-debate 
project, which will be moderated by broadcaster Kevin Corke, the 
former White House correspondent for NBC News. The program 
will be platformed on websites of many newspapers in Florida. Its 
broadcast time will be 8:00-9:00 p.m., Eastern, immediately 
following the end of the debate. 
PANELISTS 
Lissette Campos is the Director of Community Affairs for 
WFTS TV ABC Action News in Tampa. The Emmy Award 
winning journalist has worked in both English and Spanish lan­
guage television. Her undercover reporting in Russia and Cuba 
have been recognized by the National Academy of Television 
Arts & Sciences - Suncoast Region. The Florida Society of Pro-
fessional Journalists awarded Lissette for her in-depth reports 1 ..... ,.,,,,,.; 
from the U.S. Navy Base in Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Jn 2001, Lissette joined the 
news anchor team of WFTS TV ABC Action News. Under her leadership as Di­
rector of Community Affairs, Lissette successfully launched the Emmy award 
winning Taking Action Against Domestic Violence campaign - now in its 4th year 
(www.abcactionnews.com/DV). Lissette is a first generation American, born in 
New York to Cuban immigrants. Her professional career also includes public af­
fairs and strategic communications for the Disney Company. She and her husband 
Angel have two daughters, Sophia and Audrey. 
Anthony Man is the political writer for the South Florida Sun 
Sentinel. He covers people, parties and issues in South Florida 
and the intersection of national and state politics on our region in 
the newspaper and online. Previously, he covered politics and 
the county commission in Palm Beach County and wrote a po­
litical column for the Sun-Sentinel's Palm Beach County edi­
tions. Before moving to Florida and the Sun Sentinel in 2002, he 
was the Statehouse bureau chief, covering politics and state government - includ­
ing a state senator who went on to become quite well known - for a group of Illi­
nois newspapers. 
To/use Olorunnipa has been a reporter with the Miami Herald 
since 2009, covering a number of beats, including the economy, 
real estate and politics in Florida. As a state/politics reporter 
based in Tallahassee, Toluse has written about economic devel­
opment, hurricane insurance and the Trayvon Martin shooting for 
the Herald and the Tampa Bay Times. He has won awards from 
the Society of Professional Journalists, the Society of American 
Business Editors and Writers and the Bernie E. Glaser Scholarship program. 
Toluse has also written for the Wall Street Journal, the Tallahassee Democrat and 
the Stanford Daily. He is a native of Tallahassee. Follow him at @ToluseO 
LEADERSHIP 
- FLORIDA 
Since its founding in 1982, Leadership Florida has 
provided a non-partisan, non-parochial perspective 
on statewide opportunities and challenges, while 
facilitating interaction among the state's leadership. 
Leadership Florida strives to put Florida first. Through its programs, 
thousands of Florida leaders have been afforded the unique opportunity 
to view statewide issues through the eyes of those whose political 
perspectives, professional and geographic background, race, ethnicity, 
and gender may be very different from their own. These leaders 
emerge from their Leadership Florida experience with a fuller 
appreciation for the diversities that make our state great, and a 
commitment to work through Leadership Florida and the more than 
10,000 boards and commissions on which they serve, to create a better 
Florida. 
We encourage you to learn more about our programs and projects by 
visiting our web site at www.LeadershipFlorida.org. 
The Florida Press Association is the non-profit trade 
association for Florida's daily and weekly 
newspapers-providing communities across Florida 
with the news and information relevant to their life, in 
print, online and mobile. 
The mission of the Florida Press Association is to 
promote great journalism and to protect the freedom of assimilating 
and distributing news and information. 
Activities of the Florida Press Association include: 
• Floridapublicnotices.com, providing Floridians with aggregated 
public notices from Florida's newspapers in one location-free, 
accessible and easy to search (www.floridapublicnotices.com) 
• Intersect Media Solutions, the wholly owned 
media company of FPA, providing advertisers and agencies 
with research, placement and billing services for print and online 
advertising. IMS manages print and online advertising campaigns 
for major US retailers, national and regional advertisers and 
advocacy groups, placing more than half a billion dollars in 
newspaper advertising since 2000 (www.intersectmediasolutions.com). 
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